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History of the Sherman Law of the United States of America. Albert 

H. Walker. The Equity Press, igio. 

To anyone who has attempted to make a study of the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Act Mr. Walker's book will be more than welcome. The first two 
chapters contain a rather full account of the moulding and final passage of 
the statute. Then, in a chapter entitled "The Face of the Sherman Law," 
the author gives his views as to the prima facie construction the act should 
receive. Although many will not agree with the conclusion reached by Mr. 
Walker in this chapter, it is interesting and presents his views with force 
and clearness. 

The fourth to ninth chapters, inclusive, give a synopsis of the cases 
decided under the Sherman Act during the administrations of the various 
Presidents who have held office since its passage, and the tenth chapter con- 
tains a very brief summary of the trend of judicial view. It is, of course, 
impossible to say off-hand whether the list of cases is complete, but, whether 
it is or not, this section of the book will prove of great value to students and 
practitioners alike. The eleventh and last chapter, containing a forecast of 
the decisions in the Standard Oil Case and the American Tobacco Case, is 
of but temporary interest, and might well have been added as an appendix, 
instead of being incorporated in the body of the book. 

This book is the first attempt to deal with the decisions under the 
Sherman Act in anything like a comprehensive manner, and, though perhaps 
open to minor criticisms, is characterized by the same clearness and accuracy 
that is found in the author's well-known book on patents. 

H.E. 



The Law of the Westgoths, According to the Manuscript of Aeskil, 
Lawman of Vastergotland, Sweden, 1200 A. D. With an introduction 
and explanatory notes done into English by Alfred Bergin, B. D., A. M., 
Ph. D. Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, 111., Publishers. 1906. 

The numerous links wanting in the chain of facts required by the modern 
Historical School of research, assure a welcome to this contribution to our 
store of knowledge. Those familiar with the scholarly work of Thorpe and 
Lietermann on the Anglo-Saxon Dooms, will be interested in the similarity 
of law and punishment to be found in the laws of the Westgoths. There 
is the usual trace of the jury, the introductory invocation to the divine law, 
and the same summary treatment of the offender. If any criticism be just, 
it is that the rendering has not been into intelligent and idiomatic English. 
For example, the translation abounds in such phrases as, "One man kills 
another, wishes to inherit him, he shall not be his heir." The advantage of 
reproducing the Gothic constructions literally is doubtful. The introduction 
is learned, and contains much matter of interest to the philologist. The 
author and the publishers have placed the world of scholarship in their debt. 

G. F. D. 



The Visigothic Code (Forum Judicum). Translated from the original Latin, 
and Edited by S. P. Scott. Boston : The Boston Book Company. 

The present work is very ambitious, and deals with a more comprehensive 
legal system than that shown in the Code of the Westgoths. The introduc- 
tion summarizes briefly the necessary historical data. The author prefers 
archaic constructions in order to render more faithfully the spirit of his 
text. We have before observed that the advantages of this process are 
doubtful, but archaisms are extremely rare in the translation and perhaps 
justifiable in the few instances where they occur. 

The legal system exhibited in the Visigothic Code has not the same 
interest as attaches to the code of the Westgoths, as it is an offspring of the 
Roman Law. Its virtues are largely those of the parent code. The work. 
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however, has made accessible one more of the many systems that must be 
laid side by side if our knowledge of jurisprudence is to be comprehensive. 
The translator credits the severity of the Visigothic Code toward the Jews, 
with the cruelties practiced later in the Spanish Inquisition. For provisions 
peculiar to the Visigoths, the translator has chosen the title "Ancient Law," 
and has given in the notes references to such provisions as originated in the 
Roman Law. 

As a code, the text discloses a system of legal redress, as comprehensive, 
perhaps, as any of its contemporaries, a comprehensiveness owing, doubtless, 
to the Roman Law. Typographically, the work is excellent. The transla- 
tion is scholarly, and the notes timely and not unduly voluminous. It is 
noteworty that this work is sponsored by the Comparative Law" Bureau of 
the American Bar Association, a matter for felicitation, as a token that the 
Bar is doing its share toward awakening interest in legal research. 

G. F. D. 



